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Community Description 

City of Crystal Falls 

 

I. Regional Location 
 

Crystal Falls is located in Michiganôs Upper Peninsula and is the county seat for Iron 

County. Crystal Falls is located approximately thirty miles northwest of Iron Mountain; 

approximately fifteen miles east of Iron River; and approximately seventy-two miles 

southwest of Marquette. Located directly in the cityôs downtown is an intersection of 

three major trunkline roads in the Upper Peninsula: M-69, U.S. 2, and U.S. 141.   

 

 

II. Background and Population 
 

Located in the south central Upper Peninsula in southeastern Iron County, Crystal Falls 

occupies hilly terrain on the banks of the Paint River. In the 1880ôs, Crystal Falls was one 

of a number of busy mining towns in the Upper Peninsula. Since the mines have closed, 

Crystal Falls has struggled with population decline as well as a decline in business and 

employment opportunities 

 

George Runkle (considered to be the founder of Crystal Falls) who was born in Germany 

and Solomon D. Hollister a native of Sparta, Wisconsin came together in the 1880òs to 

form the Crystal Falls Iron Mining Company. They settled in the area and took advantage 

of the iron deposits they had discovered to make their fortunes. In 1881 they convinced 

the Chicago Northwestern Railroad to build a line into this rapidly developing iron range. 

When it was completed in June of 1882 there were six active mines that provided over 

42,000 tons of ore for shipment in the first year of rail operations. The site for the city 

was chosen mainly due to the fact that it was between the two major exploration areas as 

well as the availability of land and the scenic surroundings. Over thirty mines were in 

operation at the rangeôs peak operations but during the 1893 panic all save the Paint 

River Mine shut down until times improved. The city was incorporated as a village in 

1889 then a city in1899 and by the early 1900ôs it was a booming mine town. Growth 

continued until just before World War II when the mines closed down. After the war a 

few mines reopened but were ultimately unable to compete with the larger open pit mines 

and pelletized ore, causing the railroad to abandon the city. There is currently no rail 

service to the city although the Canadian National under the Wisconsin Central banner 

runs through a nearby area. 

 

The business community held its own until the 1960ôs, but as the trend has been since 

that time many small communities lost many of their traditional downtown businesses. 

The move toward malls and so called super stores has taken its toll on the cityôs 

downtown as it has in many small communities. The designation of a Tax-Free 

Renaissance Zone Industrial Park on the west edge of the city attracted some new retail 

and service businesses to the city. The downtown is anchored by the Post Office, Historic 

County Courthouse, Crystal Falls City Hall, Crystal Theater, Harbour House Museum, as 
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well as a few new businesses. While there are some vacant buildings the city is striving to 

attract even more new businesses using the location along three main highways, U.S. 

Highway 2, U. S. Highway 141, and Michigan Highway M-69.  The establishment of a 

Tax Increment Finance District by the Downtown Development Authority using 2004 as 

the Base Tax year is hoped to help re-create the downtown district. 

 

In addition to the standard municipal services such as water, sewer, police, and fire 

protection, the City of Crystal Falls provides the city and some of the surrounding area 

with electricity from its fully automated hydroelectric plant. Local telephone service, 

including a DSL line for high-speed internet access are available throughout the City of 

Crystal Falls from Baraga Telephone.  In May of 2016, the City of Crystal Falls sold its 

cable system to Packerland Broadcasting of Iron Mountain, Michigan. This sale is 

significant as Packerland provides not only cable television to city residents but is also 

offering high speed internet access with download speeds from a low of 20 mega-bytes 

per second (mbps) to a very fast speed of 1 giga-byte per second. The City is actively 

working to market itself as an attractive location for new business, industry and families 

through continued infrastructure improvements and upgrades.  

POPULATION DATA AND TRENDS  

 

Population data adapted from the Michigan Department of Technology, Management, 

and Budget/CSSTP report on the population of Michigan Cities and Townships: 2000 and 

2010. 

 

TABLE I 

2000-2010 POPULATION CHANGE, IRON COUNTY JURISDICTIONS 

 

Unit of Government 

Population Population Change 

2000 - 2010 

2000 2010 Number Percent 

CITY OF CRYSTAL FALLS 1,791 1,469 -322 -18% 

Bates Township 1,021 921 -243 -9.8% 

Caspian City 997 906 -91 -9.1% 

Crystal Falls Township 1,722 1,743 21 1.2% 

Gaastra City 339 347 8 2.4% 

Hematite Township 352 338 -14 -4% 

Iron River City 3,172 3,029 -143 -10.5% 

Iron River Township 1,585 1,027 -558 -25.1% 
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TABLE I 

2000-2010 POPULATION CHANGE, IRON COUNTY JURISDICTIONS 

Mansfield Township 243 241 -2 -.8% 

Mastodon Township 668 656 -12 -1.8% 

Stambaugh Township 1,248 1,140 -108 -8.7% 

 
 

The decline in population is largely attributed to the reduction in mining and timber 

activities. Although the City of Crystal Falls experienced a decline of 18% some of this is 

attributed to some citizens moving to more rural and scenic settings just outside of the 

city limits.  The majority of the decline has been caused by economic factors that have 

forced younger families to move to larger metropolitan areas in search of employment 

coupled with the decline in the older populous which have simply passed away. 

 

Population by age distribution for the City of Crystal Falls and Iron County is given in 

Table II. This information is useful when planning recreational facilities for the 

community as it gives the necessary break down of age groups to help determine the 

needs for each group.                            

   
 

TABLE II  

Population by Age Groups, Selected Areas, 2010 
 

 

Age 

 
City of Crystal Falls 

 
Iron County 

 
State of Michigan 

 
Total 

 
Percent 

 
 

 
Total 

 
Percent 

 
Total 

 
Percent 

 
Under 5 

 
74 

 
5.0 

 

 
497 

 
4.2 

 
596,286 

 
6.0 

 
     Subtotal 

 
74 

 
5.0 

 

497 
 

4.2 
 

596,286 
 

6.0 
 
5 - 9 

 
83 

 
5.7 

S
c
h

o
o

l 
A

g
e 

 
526 

 
4.5 

 
637,784 

 
6.5 

 
10 - 14 

 
76 

 
5.2 

 
595 

 
5.0 

 
675,216 

 
6.8 

 
15 - 19 

 
94 

 
6.4 

 
624 

 
5.3 

 
739,599 

 
7.5 

 
     Subtotal 

 
253 

 
17.3 

 
1,745 

 
14.8 

 
1,752,599 

 
20.8 

 
20 - 34 

 
217 

 
14.8 

W
o

rk
in

g
 A

g
e 

 
1,411 

 
12.0 

 
1,833,221 

 
18.6 

 
35 - 44 

 
123 

 
8.3 

 
1,028 

 
8.7 

 
1,277,974 

 
12.9 

 
45 - 54 

 
231 

 
15.7 

 
1,932 

 
16.4 

 
1,510,033 

 
15.2 

 
55 - 64 

 
240 

 
16.4 

 
2,096 

 
17.7 

 
1,251,997 

 
12.7 

 
     Subtotal 

 
811 

 
55.2 

 
6,467 

 
54.8 

 
5,873,225 

 
59.4 

 
65 - 74 

 
138 

 
9.4 R e

t

ir e m e n
t 

A g e 

 
1,451 

 
12.3 

 
724,709 

 
7.3 
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TABLE II  

Population by Age Groups, Selected Areas, 2010 
 
75 - 84 

 
135 

 
9.2 

 
1,068 

 
9.0 

 
444,940 

 
4.5 

 
85 and older 

 
58 

 
3.9 

 
589 

 
5.0 

 
191,881 

 
1.9 

 
     Subtotal 

 
331 

 
22.5 

 
3,108 

 
26.3 

 
1,361,530 

 
13.7 

 
TOTAL 

 
1,469 

 
100.0 

 
 

 
11,817 

 
100.0 

 
9,883,640 

 
100.0 

 Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2010, Table DP-1 
 

 

To further assist in determining the needs Table III shows the gender by age for the City. 

 
TABLE III  

Gender by Age Group, City of Crystal Falls, 2010 

Age Group 
Male Female Total 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Under 5 39 2.7 35 2.4 74 5.1 

5-14 86 5.9 73 5.0 159 10.8 

15-24 77 5.2 73 5.0 150 10.2 

25-34 85 5.7 76 5.10 161 11.1 

35-44 59 4.0 64 4.3 123 8.4 

45-54 114 7.8 117 8.0 231 15.7 

55-64 129 8.8 111 7.6 240 16.3 

65-74 55 3.8 83 5.70 138 9.4 

75-84 62 4.2 73 5.0 135 9.2 

85 and over 19 1.3 39 2.7 58 3.8 

Total 725 49.4 744 50.6 1,469 100.0 

   Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2010, Table DP-1 

 
 

III. Land Use Patterns 
 

Land use within the area including the four townships of Crystal Falls, Hematite, 

Mansfield and Mastodon can be summarized as follows: 5% Urban, 12% Agricultural, 

60% Forested, 3% Non-forested, 8% Water, 10% Wetlands, and 2% Barren.  Within the 

above categories further description can be made.  With the Urban areas approximately 

50% is residential, 30% commercial, 10% industrial, and 10% outdoor recreational.  In 

agricultural areas 45% is cropland, 5% is orchards and 50% is pasture.  Within the 

forested lands approximately 50% is deciduous and 50% is coniferous, among non-

forested lands approximately 50% is herbaceous and 50% is shrub.  In the areas 

designated as Water, 50% is made up of reservoir, 40% stream and 10% lake.  Fifty 



7 

Crystal Falls Recreation Plan 2017-2022 

percent of the Wetlands area is forested and 50% is non-forested.  Within the Barren area 

approximately 50% is beach and 50% is exposed rock. 

 

 

IV. Transportation 
 

The City of Crystal Falls is served by U. S. Highways ñUS-2ò and ñUS-141ò and State 

Highway ñM-69ò.  US-2 is the major highway for east-west travel across the Upper 

Peninsula and connects the City with Iron Mountain to the East and Iron River to the 

West.  US-141 runs North-South through the Upper Peninsula, extending from Green 

Bay, WI, where it joins US-2 near Iron Mountain and continues through Crystal Falls and 

then leaves US-2 and heads North where it joins State Highway ñM-28ò at Covington.  

M-69 heads due East from Crystal Falls to Sagola where it joins State Highway ñM-95ò, 

continues South and then leaves M-95 at Randville where it continues East and ends at 

US-2 just West of Escanaba. 

 

Table IV shows the average annual daily traffic in the Crystal Falls area from 2005-2015. 

 

TABLE IV  

Average Annual Daily Traffic, Crystal Falls Area, 1987-2004 

Year 

Traffic Counter Location 

U.S. 2 W. in 

Crystal Falls 

U.S. 2 approx. 5 

mi. W. of 

Crystal Falls 

U.S. 2 & 141 

approx. 5 mi. S. 

of Crystal Falls 

M-69 in 

Crystal Falls 

M-69 approx. 

approx. 6 miles 

E. of Crystal 

Falls 

2005 7,105 6,855 3,266 4,215 1,743 

2006 7,048 6,800 3,240 4,181 1,729 

2007 7,764 7,654 3,031 3,995 1,571 

2008 7,384 7,279 2,882 3,799 1,494 

2009 6,955 6,955 2,851 4,250 1,374 

2010 7,212 6,954 2,956 4,407 1,425 

2011 6,281 6,516 2,538 4,301 1,391 

2012 6,451 6,992 2,607 2,318 1,660 

2013 6,535 6,779 2,641 2,348 1,682 

2014 6,197 6,345 2,637 3,502 1,646 

2015 6,806 6,764 2,811 3,733 1,755 

Source: Michigan Department of Transportationôs Traffic Monitoring Information System 

 
The railroad system once served the Crystal Falls area.  However, the Chicago, 

Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad and the Chicago Northwestern Railroad elected 

to abandon these rail corridors due to the decline in lumber and mining industries, along 

with the inability of the railroad to make profits in rural areas.  Throughout the county, 

some abandoned rail corridors are being converted to multi-use trails for biking, walking, 

horseback riding, snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, and off-road vehicle (ORV) use.  
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Railroad beds provide uniform surfaces with gradients within acceptable limits for all the 

aforementioned activities. 

 
The nearest commercial airport is Ford Airport in Iron Mountain, and it is approximately 

30 miles from Crystal Falls.  Ford Airport is served by Delta Connect, Superior Aviation, 

Ameri Flight, CSA Air, and Pro Aire Cargo.  The nearest international airport is Sawyer 

International Airport, which is located approximately seventy miles from the city. There 

is also a small county airport in the City of Stambaugh, fifteen miles West of Crystal 

Falls and another county airstrip approximately six miles South of Crystal Falls. 

 

The Crystal Falls area is also home to several historical and scenic sites of the Western 

Upper Peninsula of Michigan Heritage Trail Network.  A map of the area heritage trail is 

shown in Map 10. Crystal Falls is also home to a portion of the Iron-Belle Trail, the 

nationôs longest designated state trail, which travels from Ironwood, Michigan to Detroit, 

Michigan. 

 

 

V. Climatological Data 
The weather station at Crystal Falls has been recording precipitation and temperature 

since only 1978 and, therefore, has a relatively short history of climatological data 

available.  Data contained herein is based on information available from the Stambaugh 

weather station and a weather station in Caspian at the West Iron County Wastewater 

Treatment Plant, prepared by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and 

Michigan Service.  The Stambaugh station was established in 1902 and is located 

approximately 15 West of Crystal Falls at approximately the same latitude and elevation. 

 
The areaôs climate is not affected by the lake influence as in most areas of Michigan, 

mainly because of the abruptly higher elevations of the Keweenaw Ridge and its distance 

from the Great Lakes.  The most noticeable influence is in increased cloudiness during 

the fall and early winter months which helps to moderate temperatures.  As the lakes cool 

and ice begins to build, this influence diminishes and colder temperatures typical of 

interior locations are observed. 

 
Neither long periods of hot, humid weather in summer nor prolonged extreme cold 

temperatures during winter are experiences because weather patterns are controlled 

largely by east-west movement of pressure systems across the nation.  Wind, humidity, 

and sunshine records are not available from the Stambaugh station, but data from 

Marquette should be similar.  The prevailing wind is westerly at an average of about 9 

miles per hour.   The relative humidity varies from 61% in April to 70% in November 

and December.  Sunshine varies from 67% in July to 27% in November and December.  

The annual average sunshine is 50%.   

 

Summers are dominated by pleasantly warm temperatures with an average of only 3 days 

exceeding the 90̄F mark.  On average from November through March, approximately 41 

days will experience temperatures of 0F̄ or below.  Average July maximum and 

minimum temperatures are 79̄ and 52̄F.  Average January maximum and minimum 

temperatures are 22̄ and 1̄F. 
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The average date of the last freezing temperature in spring is June 2
nd

; while the average 

date of first freezing temperature in fall is September 6
th
.  The freeze-free period or 

growing season averages 84 days annually. 

 
Precipitation is well distributed throughout the year with a growing season, May through 

October, receiving an average of 20.74ò or 68% of the average annual total.  June is the 

wettest month, while February is the driest month.  Summer precipitation is usually in the 

form of afternoon showers and thunderstorms.  Annually, thundershowers will occur on 

the average of 33 days. 

 
The average snowfall is 78ò.  Snowfalls increase to over 160ò to the northwest in the 

heart of the ñsnow beltò of Lake Superior and decrease to the south.  The average date for 

snowsô first occurrence is November 10 of approximately 1ò.  A snow depth of 1ò or 

more on the ground will be experienced on the average of 128 days per season, but this 

will vary greatly from season to season. 

 

 

VI. Topography 

 
Topography for the City of Crystal Falls and surrounding area is as shown in Map 2.  

Elevation varies greatly throughout the community with an elevation difference in excess 

of 200 feet from the lowest elevation to the highest.  These extreme changes in elevation 

provide scenic views of the community and surrounding countryside.  An abundance of 

lower areas of wetlands, lakes, streams and marshes present unique opportunities for 

outdoor recreation. 

 
Soils 

 
The Crystal Falls area comprises a variety of soils, some of which are not suitable for 

recreational use. A soils survey and accompanying maps are readily available at Crystal 

Falls City Hall.   

 

Soils listed as not being suitable for development can be altered to improve undesirable 

conditions at an additional cost.  Where land is at a premium or other factors dictate 

placement of a facility on undesirable soils, these costs may be outweighed by the 

benefits.  Alterations to poor conditions include providing a drain tile system to improve 

conditions caused by wetness or ponding, filling in poor or depressed areas, removal of 

poor soils and replacement with suitable fill, or site grading to improve slope. 
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VII. Recreational Inventory 

 

The City of Crystal Falls and the surrounding area offer a wide variety of recreational 

opportunities. An inventory of recreational facilities is helpful in planning present and 

future recreational needs. 

 

Countywide recreational facilities are shown in Map 3, as provide by the Iron County 

Chamber of Commerce. Most of the 760,000 acres of Iron County are available for 

outdoor recreation. Iron County contains more than 2,000 lakes and ponds (of which 522 

are named) totaling 29,456 acres. In addition there are 900 miles of rivers and streams 

that can be used for fishing, boating, swimming and canoeing. There are over 200 miles 

of maintained snowmobile trails.  Downhill and cross country are popular winter sports 

with approximately 35 miles of cross country ski trails available, downhill skiing 

facilities are available at the city operated Crystella Ski Hill in Crystal Falls, the Caspian 

City Ski Hill, and Ski Brule, a private development south of the City of Iron River. Public 

and private campgrounds are located throughout the county. 

 

The City of Crystal Falls has over 160 acres available for outdoor recreation. The City 

maintains approximately 137 acres and the Forest Park School District maintains 

approximately 23 acres. A canoe access to the Paint River adjacent to highway M-69 in 

the City is maintained by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. A number of 

privately owned indoor facilities are also located in Crystal Falls and the surrounding 

area. The following table summarizes these facilities. 

       

 

 

TABLE V: RECREATIONAL FACILITIES  

 

FACILITY  TYPE LOCATION  OWNERSHIP ACTIVITIES  

 

RUNKLE LAKE / 

MUNICIPAL PARK (2) 

OUTDOOR WITHIN CITY LIMITS  CITY 

CAMPING, SWIMMING, 
TENNIS, SHUFFLEBOARD, 

BASKETBALL, SOFTBALL, 

VOLLEYBALL , 
SOCCER/FOOTBALL 

 
CRYSTAL VIEW GOLF 

COURSE (2) 

OUTDOOR WITHIN CITY LIMITS  CITY GOLFING ï 9 HOLES 

 

CRYSTELLA SKI HILL (1) 
OUTDOOR WITHIN CITY LIMITS  

CITY ï LEASED TO 
CRYSTELLA 

RECREATION 

AUTHORITY 

DOWNHILL & CROSS-

COUNTRY SKIING, ICE 
SKATING, SLEDDING 

 

LINCOLN PARK/PAINT 
RIVER WALKWAY  (2) 

OUTDOOR WITHIN CITY LIMITS  CITY 

PLAYGROUND, PICNIC 
TABLES, BOARDWALK, 

FISHING PIERS, 

INTERPRETIVE TRAIL 

 
BOAT LANDING-PAINT 

RIVER (2) 

OUTDOOR WITHIN CITY LIMITS  CITY 

BOAT ACCESS TO 

RESERVOIR BEHIND CITY 

POWER PLANT, HANDICAP 
ACCESSIBLE FISHING PIER 

VETERANôS PARK (2) OUTDOOR WITHIN CITY LIMITS  CITY 

FISHING, SCENIC VIEW, 

REST AND RELAXTION, 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
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FACILITY  TYPE LOCATION  OWNERSHIP ACTIVITIES  

MUSEUM PARK (1) CITY OWNED WITHIN CITY LIMIT S CITY 
MUSEUM GROUNDS, 

FESTIVALS, PICNICS,  

 

FOREST PARK SCHOOL 

DISTRICT (4) 

PUBLIC 

OUTDOOR 

INDOOR 

WITHIN CITY LIMITS  SCHOOL DISTRICT 

TENNIS, TRACK, 
BASKETBALL, 

PLAYGROUND, 

GYMNASIUM, 
VOLLEYBALL, FOOTBALL  

 

WOODYS LANES (2) 

PRIVATE 

INDOOR 
WITHIN CITY LIMITS  PRIVATE BOWLING 

PAINT RIVER HILLS 

CAMPGROUND (2) 

OUTDOOR 

INDOOR 
WITHIN CITY LIMITS  PRIVATE 

CAMPING, HIKING TRIALS, 

CABINS 

WESTERN U.P. HERITAGE 

TRAIL (5) 
OUTDOOR WITHIN CITY  VARIOUS 

SCENIC ROUTE & 

HISTORICAL SITES 

IRON-BELLE TRAIL OUTDOOR 
PASSES THROUGH 

CITY LIMITS  
MICHIGAN DNR 

SCENIC ROUTE & 

HISTORICAL SITES 

RACQUET BALL (1) 
PRIVATE 

INDOOR 

ADJACENT TO CITY 

LIMITS 
PRIVATE 

RACQUETBALL AND 

FITNESS CENTER 

WILDERNESS CANOE TRAIL 
(1) 

PUBLIC 
OUTDOOR 

PASSES THROUGH 
CITY LIMITS  

WISCONSIN 

ELECTRIC POWER 

CO. 

CANOEING, FISHING, & 
WILDERNESS CAMPING 

FORTUNE PIT (2) OUTDOOR 2.5 MILES W OF CITY MICHIGAN DNR FISHING PIER 

WILDERNESS SHORES (1) 
PUBLIC 

OUTDOOR 
6 + MILES NE, E, 
AND SE OF CITY 

WISCONSIN 

ELECTRIC POWER 
CO. 

FISHING, BOATING, AND 
CAMPING AREAS 

SNOWMOBILE TRAILS 
PUBLIC 

OUTDOOR 

PASSES THROUGH 

CITY LIMITS  

IRON COUNTY/IRON 

RANGE 

SNOWMOBILE 

ASSOCIATION 

SNOWMOBILING 

PENTOGA PARK 

CHICAGON LAKE (2) 
OUTDOOR 6 MILES SW OF CITY IRON COUNTY 

SWIMMING, CAMPING, 

BOATING, FISHING, 

MINIATURE GOLF, NATURE 
TRAILS, PLAYGROUND 

BEWABIC STATE PARK 

FORTUNE LAKE 92) 
OUTDOOR 3 MILES W OF CITY 

STATE OF 

MICHIGAN 

CAMPING, SWIMMING, 

BOATING, FISHING, TENNIS 

LAKE MARY PLAINS 

PATHWAY/GLIDDEN LAKE 

STATE FOREST (2) 

OUTDOOR 4.5 MILES E OF CITY MICHIGAN DNR 

CAMPING, BOAT RAMP, 

FISHING, CROSS COUNTRY 

SKIING 

(1)  None of the facilities meet Accessibility Guidelines 

(2)  Some of the facilities meet Accessibility Guidelines 

(3)  Most of the facilities meet Accessibility Guidelines 

 

(4)  Facilities meet Accessibility Guidelines 

(5)  Entire facility developed/renovated using principles of    

       Universal Design 

 

CITY -OWNED RECREATIONAL AREAS 

RUNKLE LAKE MUNICIPAL PARK  ï 65 Acres  

 
Runkle Lake Municipal Park was developed in 1939 under a federal work study program 

that constructed the original beach house and caretakerôs residence. Named for one of the 
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townôs founding fathers, George Runkle, the park contains 65 acres of which 

approximately 25 acres have been developed. Map 4 shows the general layout of the 

park. Located on the west end of Runkle Lake, the park offers swimming, camping, 

picnicking, tennis, baseball, a childrenôs playground, fishing and other water related 

activities.  

      

      

PARK INVENTORY: 

           

§ Campground with 49 sites  (18 with water/sewer/electric and 31 with water and 

electric available) 

 

§ Beach  

 

§ Beach house 

 

§ Fishing pier 

 

§ Softball diamond, fenced with bleachers, backstop and lights, concession stand, 

and batting cage 

 

§ Little league field, fenced, backstop 

 

§ Soccer/football field 

 

§ Two tennis courts 

 

§ Basketball court 

 

§ Three shuffleboard courts 

 

§ Volleyball courts 

 

§ Wigwam and Picnic area 

 

§ Caretakers cabin with concession stand 

 

§ Public boat landing 

 

§ Shower and Bathroom facilities 

 

§ Playground apparatus 

 

The park opens Memorial Day weekend remaining open until Labor Day.  A campground 

host is employed by the City to oversee the collection of camping fees and run a modest 

concession stand.   Lifeguards have not been employed in the recent years due to a 

decline in revenues. The city crews pick up trash and take care of the spring and fall clean 
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up while also maintaining utilities, do upgrades and necessary repairs. City police patrol 

the park and help the campground host with enforcement of park rules. 

 

In 1967 the Iron County Planning Commission Recreational Subcommittee 

recommended that the City of Crystal Falls expand the trailer and tent facilities due to the 

fact that the park offers a complete complex within the immediate vicinity of an urban 

area and enjoys an outstanding reputation with the traveling public. 

 
 In 1970 the City of Crystal Falls retained R. W. Bills Associates, Landscape Architects 

to prepare the first park recreational master plan. 

 

 In 1994 the City of Crystal Falls built a basketball court with $3,000 worth of material 

and donated labor, the same formula was used to start a Little League Field. Since that 

time the City has upgraded and improved the campsite utilities as funds would allow each 

year.  

 

A map of Runkle Lake Municipal Park may be found on Map #5. 

 

Crystella Ski Hill  ï 10 acres  

 

In 2011, the City of Crystal Falls entered into a lease agreement with the Crystella 

Recreation Association in order to lease the operation of the city-owned ski facility with 

down hill skiing, snowboarding, cross-country skiing, sledding, a warm-up building and 

skating rink. 

 

The ski hill offers two rope tows.  The smaller tow is located at the ski lodge and serves 

the smaller hill, which has a vertical drop of 34 feet and a run length of approximately 

300 feet.  The larger hill has an approximate vertical drop of 96 feet and a run length of 

approximately 700 feet.  The ski hill operates as weather conditions permit.  The hill is 

open to the public with a minimal fee charged for access. 

 

The skating area is located just to the East of the ski lodge.  It is maintained on a 

volunteer basis by City employees and is available for use free of charge.   

 

The ski lodge serves as a warming house in the winter and is heated primarily by wood.  

A pool table offers an alternative to the outdoor activities.   

 

A map of the Crystella Ski Hill appears on Map 6. 

 

Lincoln Park and Paint River Boardwalk ï 10 acres  

   

Lincoln Park is a neighborhood park located adjacent to the Paint River Walk on the east 

bank of the Paint River just north of Highway M-69. This is a city owned and maintained 

facility with a playground area that includes a slide, swings, climbing apparatus, merry-

go-round, and other assorted equipment put into place in 2009 following a fundraising 

effort by a group of local volunteers. Picnic tables are also available for the public to use. 
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The Paint River Walkway is a facility that was completed in the summer of 2002. It is a 

raised wooden walk, with parking facilities; handicap access to the Paint River, fishing 

sites, benches, and tables adjacent to Lincoln Park.  With the cooperation of the Forest 

Park Elementary studentôs interpretive nature signs have been posted along the walkway 

to make the walkway more informative.   The project was accomplished with a $238,000 

grant, matching funds, City labor and very generous community volunteer labor. 

Map #7 shows the general layout of the park and river walk. 

Paint River  Boat Launch ï 1 acre  

     

The City of Crystal Falls owns and maintains a boat launch adjacent to the water 

retention area of the City owned power plant and dam. This facility has a ramp for boat 

launching, a parking area, restroom facilities and a handicap accessible fishing pier. It is 

located on Rock Crusher Road just north of Fairbanks Drive. 

 

Crystal View Golf Course ï 47 acres  

       
This is a City owned and maintained nine-hole coarse located within the city adjacent to 

the Paint River Walkway just North of the banks of the Paint River.  The Course is 

played over rolling hills among pine and maple trees.  The course affords a panoramic 

view of the City, thus the name, Crystal View.  The course consists of 9 holes, a club-

house, parking area, two (2) golf cart storage garages, and an equipment storage building.   
 

 

Hole No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

Menôs Par 4 5 3 4 4 5 4 4 3 

 

Womenôs Par 5 5 3 4 4 5 4 4 3 

 

Yardage 403 472 168 321 375 436 226 365 194 

 

(Menôs Course Rating/Slope 35.1/124 * Womenôs Course Rating/Slope 37.2/125) 

 

The Course is utilized by both a menôs and womenôs golf club with approximately 100 

members each.  The memberships of these clubs contribute financially to various 

improvements throughout the course and club house areas.  Overall, the operation cost 

and improvements made to the golf course are paid through a combination of user fees as 

well as assistance from the Cityôs General Fund. 

 

A map of the Crystal View Golf Course appears on Map #4.  
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Veteranôs Park ï 2.5 acres 
 

Veteranôs Park is a City-owned park on the Paint River, located adjacent to the Cityôs 

hydroelectric dam. Maintained by the City, this park features a fishing pier, picnic tables, 

and a monument to a local fallen soldier. 

 

A map of Veteranôs Park can be found on Map #11. 

 

Museum Park ï 1 acre 
 

Museum Park contains the Harbour House Museum and the grounds surrounding it. Built 

in 1898, the Harbour House Museum is a city-owned property that is leased to the Crystal 

Falls Museum Society, which oversees the day-to-day operations of the museum inside. 

The property surrounding the museum is used to host exhibits and festivals. 

 

A map of Museum Park may be found on Map #12 

 

 

NON-CITY OWNED RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES  

Paint River Canoe Access  
 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources maintains a public canoe access site on 

the west bank of the Paint River across from the Paint River Walk and just north of 

Highway M-69. The site was developed in the 1960ôs it is a carry in canoe launch site 

only no other facilities are offered. See Map 8 for location. 

 

Forest Park School District Recreational Facilities 

 

 The Forest Park School District owns and maintains recreational facilities in the City of 

Crystal Falls. Due to recent budget cuts the availability of these facilities is in question 

but are extensive including: 

 

§ Football field 

§ Five outdoor tennis courts 

§ Outdoor track (quarter mile) 

§ Two outdoor basket ball courts 

§ Playground apparatus 

§ One gymnasium with seating for 1,700 spectators 

§ One gymnasium with limited seating 

§ Weight lifting area. 

 

The City of Crystal Falls recognizes the Forest Park School District facilities as an 

important aspect of the Cityôs overall recreational offering, likewise, the Forest Park 

School District recognizes the role their facilities play by offering community wide use 
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within time and budget constraints.  The district currently opens their doors during the 

winter months to allow indoor walking in the early morning hours. 

Woodyôs Lanes 

Woodyôs Lanes is a privately owned bowling alley.  It offers 8 bowling lanes, a bar, and a 

lunch counter.  These lanes are used primarily in the winter months by menôs and 

womenôs bowling leagues.  The owner offers open bowling on Friday nights during the 

winter months only. 

Paint River Hills Campground 

       

 This is a privately owned facility located on the west bank of the Paint River north of M-

69 with rustic cabins, RV parking, campsites and a scenic trail along the Paint River. 

 

Racquet Ball Court and Fitness Center 

 
The racquet ball court is a privately owned facility with a fitness center open to the 

public. 

Wilderness Canoe Trails 

The WE Energies power company has developed over 30 recreational sites near 13 

hydroelectric plants in Northern Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. These 

areas are open to the public and offer wilderness camping, fishing, hiking and hunting 

opportunities. These recreational areas extend form south of Crystal Falls passing through 

town along the Paint River around most of Peavy Pond, and south to the Brule and 

Menominee Rivers.  

Wilderness Shores 

 

Developed by WE Energies Power Company near 13 hydroelectric plants in Northern 

Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, Wilderness Shores consists of more 

than 25 wilderness recreation areas where visitors can explore and create a variety of 

memorable outdoor experiences.  To enjoy a unique, primitive camping experience the 

development of these areas has been kept to a minimum. 

Snowmobile Trails/ ATV Trails  

 

Throughout Iron County abandoned railroad grades have been obtained for recreational 

use and are tied together with trails maintained by the Iron Range Snowmobile 

Association. There are 182 miles of trails currently in operation a section of which passes 

through the City of Crystal Falls and extends to Florence, Wisconsin and Iron River, 

where it splits north and south. See Map #8 for snowmobile trail locations. 
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Bewabic State Park 

      
Bewabic State Park, which includes the Fortune Lakes is located approximately four 

miles west of Crystal Falls on Highway U.S. 2. The park contains 200 acres and offers 

swimming, fishing, woodland hiking, 144 campsites, water skiing, boat launch and 

rentals.  This park is handicap accessible and open year round. See Map #3 for park 

location. 

Pentoga Park 

 

Pentoga Park is located approximately 10 miles southwest of the City of Crystal Falls on 

Chicagoan Lake it is owned and operated by Iron County. The park consists of: 160 acres 

providing 100 campsites, picnic facilities, playground apparatus, hiking trails swimming, 

fishing, canoe and boat rental, launch facilities, water skiing, miniature golf and a 

visitorôs center.  The park opens on the end of May and closes in early September. See 

Map #3 for location. 

  

 

Other Recreational Facilities 
 

The above are the facilities located in the city, passing through or major sites within the 

county.  There are many smaller facilities located within the county as well, operated and 

maintained by other governmental units including camp grounds, museums, historical 

sites, lake sites, and river boat launch sites.   

  

 

Annual Festivals 
 

All of the above facilities come into play during the three annual festivals hosted by the 

city of Crystal Falls. These would be the Bass Festival in July, the Fall Harvest Festival 

in September, and other holiday events throughout the year. 

 

 

VIII. Community Input  

 
To comply with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources guidelines for the 

Development of Community Park, Recreation Open Space and Greenway Plans, the City 

of Crystal Falls offered an online survey (which was also made available in paper form at 

Crystal Falls City Hall), in order to gather community input on this plan, as well as the 

standard thirty day period for review and comment on the draft plan. 

 

Online Survey 
The City of Crystal Falls offered an online survey to gather public input on the on the 

current state of the recreational facilities in the city as well as ideas for future uses and 

goals. This survey was advertised at City Council meetings as well as in the Cityôs 

monthly newsletter that is sent out to all city utility customers. The survey was available 
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for approximately ten weeks during the months of July, August, and September 2016, 

both online and as a hardcopy at Crystal Falls City Hall. The city received thirty-eight 

responses to this survey. 

 

Crystal Falls Parks and Recreation Survey Respondent Characteristics: 

 

Age 

Under 18 

18-29  

30-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60-69 

70+ 

Response Percent 

0% 

5.26% 

7.89% 

23.68% 

18.42% 

21.05% 

15.79%

 

Number in Household 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Five 

Six or More 

 

 

Response Percent 

28.95% 

34.21% 

5.26% 

23.68% 

0.00% 

2.62% 

 

Residency 

City of Crystal Falls 

Other 

No Answer 

Response Percent 

55.26% 

28.95% 

15.79%

 

 

 

Length of Residency 

Less than 1 year 

1-4 years 

5-10 years 

10-15 years 

15+ years 

 

 

 

Response Percent 

0% 

5.26% 

10.53% 

13.16% 

39.47%

 

 

Frequency of Park Usage 

 

Question #1 asked respondents how many times they had used a Crystal Falls park during 

the last year. Over 34% responded that they had used a Crystal Falls park 1-3 times 

during the last year. 21% responded that they had used a park 4-9 times during the last 

year. Over 21% of respondents stated that they had used a city park more than 16 times 

during the last year. Only 7% of respondents replied that they had not used a park during 

the last year. 
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Visited Parks 

 

Question #2 asked respondents which parks they visited during the last year. 76.32% of 

respondents replied that they had used the Boardwalk. Runkle Lake Campground was the 

second most visited park amongst respondents with over 52% stating that they had used 

this park during the last year. Veteranôs Park and the City Softball field were the next 

highest visited parks with 36.84% of respondents replying that they had utilized these 

facilities during the last year. 

 

 

23%

33%

16%

8%

16%

4%

Which of the following city parks/ recreation 
areas did you visit during the past year?

Campground

Boardwalk

Veteran's Park/ Boat Launch

Soccer Field

Softball Field

Tennis Courts
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Why did you visit City parks? 

 
Question #3 asked respondents why they visited city parks. 44.74% of respondents 

replied that they visited a city park to ñwatch a sporting event.ò 42.11% answered that 

they visited a city park to ñparticipate in a community event.ò 28.95% responded that 

they visited a city park to ñparticipate in a league/ tournament game.ò 26.32% responded 

that they visited a city park for ñexerciseò or for ñswimming.ò  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Evaluating general aspects of parks and recreation in the Crystal Falls Area 

 

Question # 4 asked respondents to evaluate five aspects of parks and recreation in the 

Crystal Falls area on a five point scale ranging from very good to very poor.  All five 

factors scored very well with at least 70% of respondents rating each aspect good or very 

good.  ñVariety of Amenitiesò scored the best with 84% of respondents rating it as good 

or very good.  ñAccessibility/ Ease of Useò scored nearly as well, with 82% of all 

respondents rating them as ñgoodò or ñvery good.ò 

 

 



18 

Crystal Falls Recreation Plan 2017-2022 
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Additional features and amenities  

Question #5 asked respondents to pick amongst a list of eleven possible facilities and/ or 

amenities that they would like to see added to the cityôs park system in the future. The top 

five options picked by respondents were: ñWalking/ Biking Trails,ò ñMore Restrooms,ò 

ñDrinking Fountains,ò ñPicnic Areas,ò and the building of a ñSplash Pad.ò 

 

 
 

Recreational Programs 

 

Question #6 asked respondents to qualify what, if any, types of sports and/ or recreation 

programming they would like to see formally offered by the City of Crystal Falls in the 

future. 68% of respondents either ñagreedò or ñstrongly agreedò that ñSenior Citizen 

Activitiesò should be formally offered by the City. 65% either ñAgreedò or ñStrongly 

Agreedò that the City should offer various ñInstructional Classesò for all ages. The third 

highest choice that respondents either ñAgreedò or ñStrongly Agreedò with was the City 

formally offering ñTeen Activities,ò at 60% of respondents. 
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Preservation of Nature/ Natural Resource Enhancement 

 

Question #7 asked respondents whether they agreed or disagreed with the following 

statements: 

 

a. I believe that the preservation of nature areas and water resources in our 

community would have a positive effect on my quality of life. 

b. It is important to enhance the natural resources and recreational opportunities 

along the Paint River. 

 

With regard to question ña,ò 73% of respondents either ñagreedò or ñstrongly agreedò 

with the sentiment. With regard to question ñb,ò 66% of respondents either ñagreedò or 

ñstrongly agreed.ò 

 

Accessibility 

 

Question #8 asked respondents if their family had a person with a disability and, if they 

did, which of the following type of amenities would make the Crystal Falls park system 

more user friendly. Almost 74% replied that they did not have a person with a disability 

in their family. Of the respondents that did have a family member with a disability, more 

ñAccessible Parkingò and ñAccessible Restroomsò were the top two replies. 

 

 

What do respondents like best about our parks? 

 

Question #9 asked respondents what they liked best about the parks in Crystal Falls. As 

an open ended question, many responses were given by those that took the survey. The 

three qualities that were most frequently described were: ñaccessibility,ò ñmaintenance 

and appearance,ò and ñgood variety.ò 

 

 

How could we improve our parks? 

 

Question #10 asked respondents how the City of Crystal Falls could improve the park 

system. Again, as an open question, many various responses were given. The top three 

responses included ñUpdate the campground,ò ñAdd/ clean bathrooms,ò and ñAdd 

playground equipment.ò 

 

 

IX. Previous Recreational Funding 
 

 

Project Title 

DNR 

Project 

No. 

Project 

Year 

Grant 

Amount 
Description 

Runkle Lake Park 26-00124 1972 $7,654  

Runkle Lake Park 26-01051 1978 $16,502 

Campsite road development, 

restroom/service building w/utilities, 

concession/utility building, ball field 
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backstop, and LWCF sign 

Crystella Ski Hill TF86-090 1986 $16,800 Acquisition of 76 acres 

Runkle Lake Ball 

Park 
BF90-362 1990 $27,000 

Enlarge existing ball field to 

accommodate slow-pitch and replace 

lighting 

Paint River Walk TF99-266 1999 $167,090 

Establishment of a river walk along Paint 

River to provide barrier-free access to 

the river for fishing and interpretive 

nature trail 

Runkle Lake Park 

Improvements 
TF16-0198 2016 $155,900 

Improvements at the park include 

reconstruction of the fishing pier, boat 

launch improvements including a new 

parking area, accessible walking trails to 

connect the parkôs amenities, erosion 

control and slope stability improvements 

and multi-use pathway connection to the 

Iron Belle Trail. 

 

 

The City of Crystal Falls has successfully completed recreational projects in 

the past using State and Federal Funding in conjunction with local funds.  A grant was 

received from the MDNR Recreation Bond Program in 1991 to extend outfield fences at 

the softball field and install a new lighting system.  A grant was received in 1993 from 

the MDNR Recreational Bond Program to construct basketball and volley ball courts at 

the Runkle Lake Park complex.  More recently the completed construction of the Paint 

River walkway was made possible by a $238,000 grant. Although the City supplied 

partial funding as well as in kind labor a large amount of citizen volunteers also made this 

possible.  The Lincoln Park Playground was funded through the efforts of a small group 

of volunteers who held many fund raising events that resulted in over $17,000 in 

donations to purchase the playground equipment.  In 2016, the City of Crystal Falls 

received a MDNR Trust Fund grant in the amount of $155,900 for improvements at 

Runkle Lake Park. All recreational projects are intended for the enjoyment of those who 

take advantage of them, many of which would have never been completed without state 

and federal funding. 

    

 
X. Five-Year Recreation Plan Goals 
 

The City has established and adopted the following listing of recreational priorities for 

the next five years.  In each of these projects, the City will attempt to include provisions 

to ensure that each project help us meet or exceed accessibility standards per the 

Americanôs with Disabilities Act (ADA).  

1. Runkle Lake Municipal  Park                 
 

A.  Treatment of Eurasian Milfoil in Runkle Lake in coordination with the 

Runkle Lake Associations efforts to eradicate this invasive species.  

Target Date ï 2016-2021.  
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B.  Upgrade Junior and Senior Little League Baseball Diamonds. Target Date 

ï 2018.  

 

C.  Repairing of tennis courts.   Target Date ï 2019.     

  

D.  Improve fish habitat by installing fish cribs targeting pan fish to  promote 

youth fishing.  Target Date ï 2018.  

 

E.  Expand and Develop RV Park and new sites with concrete slabs   Target 

Date 2019.  

 

F.  Continue with upgrade of electric service at campsites throughout the 

park.  Target Date ï 2019-2020.  

 

G.  Addition of batting cages to compliment softball fields ï Target Date ï 

2020.  

 

H.  Update of swimming and beach facilities ï Target Date ï 2019.  

 

I.  Repair and Improvements to City Soccer Field ï Target date 2021.  

 

 

J.  Update and Improve Basketball and Volleyball Courts ï Target date ï 

2021.  

 

K.  Update and repair City softball fields ï Target Date 2020.  

 

L.  Reconstruction and Improvement to Playground Equipment ï Target Date 

ï 2021.  

 

 

2. Lincoln Park and Paint River Walk 

 

A.  Replacement of safe landing areas/ woodchips around playground 

equipment. Target date ï 2017.  

 

B.  Expanded picnic facilities and accessible restroom facilities.   Target Date 

ï 2019.  

 
C.  Extend river walk to Fairbanks Drive. Target Date ï 2020-2021.  

 

3. Museum Park 

   

A.  Create park with gazebo adjacent to city museum that provides a facility 

for band concerts, community picnics, arts and crafts festivals and holiday 

celebrations.   Target Date ï2020.  
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4. Non-motorized Paths 

 

A.  Construction of non-motorized paths to interconnect the Cityôs 

recreational facilities with others in the surrounding area.  

Target Date ï 2017-2021.  

 

5.  Veteranôs Park/ Paint River Dam 

 
A.  Addition of new benches and landscaping for better access and aesthetics. 

Target date ï 2017.  

 

6.  Crystella Ski Hill   

             A.       Expand cross-country and non-motorized trails.  Target Date ï2018.  

 

B.   Improve ski hill grading to improve drainage and reduce erosion. 

 Target Date ï 2018 

 

C.  Improve lighting and site electrical distribution.  Target Date ï 2020    

 

D.  Construct outdoor entertainment stage. Target Date -- 2022 

 

E.  Remodel ski lodge to provide ADA accessible facilities and energy 

efficiency improvements.  Target Date ï 2018  

 

F.  Improve site access and parking.  Target Date ï 2018 

 

G.  Construct shelter over ice skating area.  Target Date ï 2018 

 

H.  Construct provisions that allow for artificial snow making.   

Target Dateï 2020 

 

I.  Improve sledding hill.  Target Date ï 2019 

 

J.  Acquire equipment for hill grooming.  Target Date ï 2020 

 

K.  Expand and/ or create other recreational opportunities such as the creation 

of a disc golf course and mountain biking/ hiking trails. Target Date ï 

2022. 
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7. Crystal View Golf Course 
 

A. Improvements to cart paths and trails surrounding the course. Target date ï 

2019 

 

B. Improvements to golf course fairways, greens, and bunkers. Target date ï 

2020 

 

C. Improvements to clubhouse and on-course restrooms. Target date ï 2020 

 

D. Improvements to maintenance garages, cart storage areas. Target date 2021 

 

E. Creation of cross country ski trails for seasonal use. Target Date -- 2022 

 

XI. Long Range Recreation Goals 

 

The City of Crystal Falls has an established record regarding the provision of recreational 

facilities for use by all age groups of the community. Long-range goals are directed 

toward a continuing of improvement and expansion program. The recreational goals, are 

to be used as guidelines for long-range needs in addition to those projects listed as short-

range goals not realized within the five year time period; including, but not limited to: 

 

     1. Improvements to the Runkle Lake, Lincoln Park Paint River Walk area  

         As recommended by the Planning Commission these will include, but  

         not be limited to connecting paths between these facilities. 

 

     2. Expansion and improvement of facilities at Runkle Lake Park. 

 

     3. Expanding and improving the Paint River Walk. 

 

 4.  Installation of snow making equipment and the expansion of the Crystella  

         Ski Hill. 

 

     5. Other items as recommended by the City Council or the Planning  

         Commission in the future as needs are re-evaluated or as new needs  

         arise. 
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XII. Administrative Structure  

City of Crystal Falls 

 

The City Council, headed by the Mayor, acts on recommendations prepared by the City 

Manager, Planning Commission and various committees. Budgets are reviewed and 

approved, including the recreational budgets. The City Manager, directed by the City 

Council, operates the parks on a day-to-day basis, and is in charge of, and directs all city 

employees used in this area. 

 

Committees that advise the City Council include but are not limited to the following: the 

Planning Commission appointed by the Mayor and approved by the City Council. The 

Golf Advisory Committee which is made up of City Council members, City staff, and 

members of the menôs and womenôs golf clubs. The Lionôs Club advises the City on 

various aspects of Runkle Lake Park, they also organize and operate the Cityôs major 

summer festival, which is held mainly at the park, and they have constructed facilities 

used for park purposes. Baseball associations made up of all those entities that use the 

baseball diamond provide input with regards the baseball facilities at Runkle Lake Park. 

The Community School Program is an active user and has provided input with regards to 

the planning process. 

 

XIII. Action Plan  

 

 The City of Crystal Falls made a commitment to update their recreational plan and it was 

turned over to the Planning Commission for revision. A draft of that plan was presented 

to the City Council review in __________.  A Public Hearing on the 2017-2022 

Recreation Plan was scheduled for ___________.  Following that public hearing the 

Council for the City of Crystal Falls approved the revised plan on ____________. 

 

Similar to the previous plans, the 2017 ï 2022 Community Recreational Plan for the City 

of Crystal Falls lists all facilities that are within the their control with recommendations 

for improvements. Within the five year time period the City of Crystal Falls intends to 

apply for funding assistance through the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 

Recreational Division in the categories of Recreational Bonding, the Michigan Natural 

Resources Trust Fund or Land and Water Conservation Fund,  Passport Grants, and 

through the Michigan Department of Transportation Enhancement Activity Funds. 

Funding for the listed improvements may also occur through budgeted expenditures, 

monetary donations, local donations of time, talent, material or special fundraisers. Any 

and all funding sources to bring these projects to completion will be sought and 

considered. 
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