
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I. Call to Order 
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Acceptance of the Proposed Agenda 
 
IV. Public Comment (5 minute time limit per speaker) 
 
V. City Manager Report 
 
VI. Presentations/ Discussions 

 
A. None 

 
VII. Public Hearing(s) – None 

 
VIII. Old Business  -  None 

 
IX. New Business   

 
A. Proposed Resolution 16-27: Approval to Adjust City Electric Rates 
B. Proposed Resolution 16-28: Approval to Participate in the 4th ATC Capital Call 

 
X. Consent Agenda 

 
A. Meeting Minutes from the Regular City Council Meeting held on September 12, 2016 
B. Departmental Reports: 

1. Treasurer 
2. Police Department 
3. Electric Department 
4. Department of Public Works 

C. Payroll and disbursements 
 

XI. Communications 
 

A. Report from Crystal Falls Township Fire Department 
B. Crystal Falls District Community Library -- August 2016 Minutes and Financial Information 
C. Summary of State of Michigan House Bills 4209, 4827, and 4210 – Medical Marihuana Laws 
D. Letter from Enbridge Energy – RE: Pipeline Service Work 
E. MML – “The Review,” September/ October 2016 
F. MMEA – “Currents,” July, August, September 2016 
G. City of Crystal Falls Newsletter – October 2016 

 
XII. Other Business – None   

      

PROPOSED AGENDA 
CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF CRYSTAL FALLS 
5:30 pm Monday, October 10, 2016 

401 Superior Avenue 
Crystal Falls, Michigan 49920 

MAYOR: 
   PATRICK SOMMERS 
 
CITY COUNCIL: 
   DAVID SHERBY 
   ADAM SCHIAVO 
   JEFF HAGGLUND 
   MIKE MCcARTHY 
    
CITY MANAGER: 
   PATRICK REAGAN 
    
CITY CLERK/TREASURER: 
   TARA PELTOMA 
    
CITY ATTORNEY 

    GEOFFREY LAWRENCE 



XIII. Council Member Comments 
 

XIV. Adjournment PROPOSED AGENDA 
CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF CRYSTAL FALLS 
5:30 pm Monday, June 13, 2016 

401 Superior Avenue 
Crystal Falls, Michigan 49920 

MAYOR: 
   PATRICK SOMMERS 
 
CITY COUNCIL: 
   DAVID SHERBY 
   ADAM SCHIAVO 
   JEFF HAGGLUND 
   MIKE MCcARTHY 
    
CITY MANAGER: 
   PATRICK REAGAN 
    
CITY CLERK/TREASURER: 
   TARA PELTOMA 
    
CITY ATTORNEY 

    GEOFFREY LAWRENCE 
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REPORT TO THE CITY OF CRYSTAL FALLS CITY COUNCIL 
 

DATE: October 10, 2016 

TO: Mayor Patrick Sommers; Councillor David Sherby; Councillor Jeff Hagglund; Councillor Adam 

Schiavo; Councillor Mike McCarthy 

FROM: Patrick Reagan, City Manager 

RE: Manager’s Report to City Council 

 

 

Mayor Sommers and City Council Members, 

 

Please find below my report on the happenings of last month as well as some discussion on the 

proposed resolutions that we have slated for Monday.  

 

New Business 

Resolution 16-27: Approval to Amend Electric Rate Schedule 

As you may recall, last month we had Tammy Freeman, from WPPI, present to you on her findings 

with regard to her electric rate study for the City. In short, Tammy informed us that, based on her 

calculations at the current rates, we stand to lose money in our electric department during this fiscal 

year. 

 

To this resolution I have attached a copy of the proposed rate schedule as well as a copy of our 

current rate schedule. 

 

Resolution 16-28: Approval to Participate in the 4th ATC Capital Call 

As a member of the UPPPA, the City owns a small share of American Transmission Company. 

According to Clerk/ Treasurer Peltoma, the City receives approximately $16,000 per year in interest 

from this ownership stake. I recommend that we participate in this capital call. 

 

Other Items not on the Agenda 

 

Crossing Guard 

As I am sure each of you know by now, the City’s Crossing Guard was struck by a car while on the job 

on Friday, September 23. It is my understanding that the crossing guard was in the eastbound lane 

of traffic when the motorist struck him as he was impaired by the sun as it crested the hill. The 

crossing guard suffered a fracture of his leg and was brought to the hospital in Marquette for 

surgery. Currently, he is recuperating at the Medicare Facility here in Crystal Falls. The driver was 

issued a citation by Chief Bean. 

 

As a reaction to this incident, Chief Bean and I had a discussion where it was determined that both 

he and Patrolman Reid would adjust their schedules to ensure that crossing guard shifts would be 

covered by our police department until we find a suitable replacement. To that end, I have placed an 

ad in the Iron County Reporter and with Michigan Works to find a replacement. This ad, along with a 

downloadable application, is currently also on our website. 
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Chief Bean and I also had a meeting with representatives from MDOT as well as with the 

Superintendent of Forest Park Public Schools. We reviewed options for making this area safer. We 

were informed by MDOT that, based on the counts of children utilizing this crosswalk gathered by 

Chief Bean, we do not meet the requirements for a new signal or signals. Though disappointing, we 

did discuss ways to make this crosswalk safer – two items that were brought up were to equip our 

guard with a longer sign, similar to the ones that you see controlling traffic (“Stop” and “Slow”) in a 

one lane construction zone. Also brought up was to have our crossing guard wear a “class three” 

reflective vest and pants. MDOT representatives have promised us that they will assist us in 

acquiring this equipment. 

 

New Police Car 

I am happy to report that the new police car is in! In your packet, after Chief Bean’s monthly report, 

you will find two mock-ups of what the car will look like with graphics. After seeing the car with the 

new graphics, these mock-ups look incredibly close to the actual.  

 

I have been actively working with Chief Bean and Michele Wiles, from the USDA Rural Development 

team, in Gladstone, on obtaining the grant reimbursement money for this vehicle, as stipulated in 

our grant agreement. 

 

Trick-or-Treating 

I have been informed by Chief Bean that the Sheriff’s Department has set the hours for trick-or-

treating this year at 4-7 pm on October 31, 2016. 

 

Fall Yard Debris Pickup 

It is my understanding that curb-side yard debris pickup will begin on October 24th. City crews will 

pickup leaves, garden debris, and brush less than 4’ in length beginning at that time. 

 

Winter Parking Ban 

Beginning November 1st until May 1st there will be no parking allowed on the streets  or alleys of 

the City of Crystal Falls between the hours of 2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. This will be enforced by the 

City Police Dept. with the first snowfall that requires plowing and continues until May 1st.  If there is 

a problem such as a disabled vehicle, call the Crystal Falls Police Department at 875-3012 as soon as 

possible.  Parking fines are $15.00 for each offense. 

 

Medical Marihuana Bill Passed by State of Michigan 

The State of Michigan, as you may have already heard, has passed legislation to overhaul the 

medical marijuana program. I have included a summary of the bills passed in your packet. 

 

DNR Grant for Runkle Lake Park 

As you might remember, the City applied for a grant from the DNR for certain improvements to 

Runkle Lake Park – improvements to the boat launch, walking trails, parking, a new dump station, 

and a new fishing pier were included in the grant application, prepared for us at no cost by Coleman 

Engineering of Iron Mountain. I recently met with Jeff Sjoquist from Coleman to go over our 

preliminary scores from the DNR. In short, they were exactly the same as the last DNR grant sought 

by the City for the Park. With that, Jeff explained to me that some projects scored higher and were 
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funded. Some scored lower (in some cases, much lower) and were funded. Jeff explained that the 

reason some of the lower scoring projects were funded is that a person from the community went to 

the grant meeting, in front of the Board, and plead the case for the community’s project. Jeff and I 

discussed whether this is a possibility for Crystal Falls – I replied that indeed it is. As I know more, I 

will be sure to communicate my plans and the action steps needed to secure this grant opportunity 

for our park. 

 

Memoriam Bench 

I had a visitor from Illinois, Gary Morgan, who would like to purchase a “memory bench” for his 

deceased brother on our Boardwalk. Mr. Morgan informed me that one of his brother’s favorite 

activities was to fish on the Paint River here in Crystal Falls. He inquired as to whether or not we had 

a program such as this – I informed him that we did not, but we did have a program such as this in 

another community I which I worked. Basically, the person that would like to have a bench placed in 

memoriam  of a loved one purchases a predetermined style of bench (chosen by the city) as well as a 

small brass plaque that is engraved with a message (e.g., “In memory of a loving brother/ father/ 

mother/ sister” etc) and we will place this bench on a predetermined section of a City park. In this 

case, I envision the bench to be placed on the boardwalk (and fastened to the boardwalk to reduce 

the risk of having the bench stolen or thrown into the river by vandals). I have spoken with Gerard 

Valesano and Kelly Stankowicz and both agreed that this was a good idea and also a feasible idea. 

 



Crystal Falls City Council 
Iron County, Michigan 

 
Councillor________________________, supported by Councillor_________________________, made 
a motion to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-27 
 

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE AMENDING THE CITY’S ELECTRIC RATE SCHEDULE 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Crystal Falls owns and operates a Municipal Electric Utility; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 11.03 of the Charter for the City of Crystal Falls states, “The Council shall have the power 
to fix from time-to-time just and reasonable rates and other charges as may be deemed advisable for supplying the 
inhabitants of the City and others with such public utility services as the City may provide. The rates and charges 
of an municipal public utility for the furnishing of water, light, heat, communications, power, or gas shall be so 
fixed as to at least meet all the costs of such utility;” and 
 
WHEREAS, a rate study was requested, by the City Manager, from WPPI, to forecast the future expected 
revenues and expenses of the utility, in order to determine if a rate increase is both necessary and prudent. A copy 
of this presentation is attached as “Exhibit A;” and 
 
WHEREAS, a representative from WPPI presented at the September 2016 City of Crystal Falls Council meeting 
and City staff concluded that a rate adjustment is necessary when all current and future costs of the utility (power 
and non-power costs) were factored, both now and in the future. A copy of the proposed rate schedule – as well as 
the City’s current rate schedule – is attached as “Exhibit B;” and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Crystal Falls remains committed to meeting current and future costs within the Electric 
utility, which, in turn, will assist the City in its efforts in continuing to provide a competitive electric rate schedule 
and efficient, expediant customer service for the benefit of the community, both now and in the future.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. The Crystal Falls City Council approves adjusting the City’s Electric Rate Schedule as shown in Exhibit 
B, effective upon the beginning of the November billing cycle. 

2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this resolution, rescinded. 
 
Ayes: 
 
Nays: 
 
Absent: 
 



Abstain: 
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
Dated: October 10, 2016       

_______________________________ 
        Tara Peltoma, City Clerk/ Treasurer 

















CITY OF CRYSTAL FALLS    
PROPOSED UTILITY RATE SCHEDULE 

    
 

          
   

    
Present  
Rates   

Proposed 
Rates 

    Residential Service         
     Facilities Charge $12.73    $12.75  Per month 

  
  

Extra Meter                                                        
Energy Charge 

$12.73 
 $0.1290   

$12.75 
$0.1313  

Per month 

Per kwh 

            
    Commercial         
     Facilities Charge 1-phase $12.73    $12.75  Per month 

    Facilities Charge  3-phase $31.08    $31.10  Per month 

    Energy Charge $0.1334    $0.1385  Per kwh 

            
   Large 

Commercial/Industrial         
     Customer Charge $166.26    $175.00  Per month 

    Distribution Demand Charge $0.00    $1.50  Per kw/ based on avg 

    Demand Charge $18.41    $19.00  Per kw/ 15 min intervals 

    On-Peak Energy Charge $0.0682    $0.0700  (8:00 am to 8:00 pm) 

    Off-Peak Energy Charge* $0.0541    $0.0500  (8:00 pm to 8:00 am) 

  

  

  

*(Off Peak includes the whole 

day on Saturday, Sunday, and 

Holidays)       
   Dusk to Dawn         
   Street Lighting       
     100 Watt HPS $12.31    $12.70  +$0.10/ month (Optim. Charge) 

  150 Watt HPS $14.83    $15.25  +$0.15/ month (Optim. Charge) 

  250 Watt HPS $20.66    $21.05  +$0.25/ month (Optim. Charge) 

Area Lighting       
     100 Watt HPS $12.31    $12.70  +$0.10/ month (Optim. Charge) 

  150 Watt HPS $14.83    $15.25  +$0.15/ month (Optim.  Charge) 

  250 Watt HPS $20.66    $21.05  +$0.25/ month (Optim.  Charge) 

          
     Billboard Lights $22.53    $22.95  
             
   

 

**Residential and Commercial Michigan 
Energy Optimization Charge =  
$0.0027/ kwh 

    
        **Michigan Energy Optimization Charge remains unchanged. 

 

(Note: A copy of the current rate schedule is located on the next page) 

Exhibit 

B 





Crystal Falls City Council 
Iron County, Michigan 

 
Councillor________________________, supported by Councillor_________________________, made 
a motion to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-27 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CITY’S PARTICIPATION IN THE FOURTH QUARTER ATC 
CAPITAL CALL 

 
WHEREAS, The City of Crystal Falls is a member in good standing with the Upper Peninsula Public Power 
Agency (UPPPA); and 
 
WHEREAS, with other UPPPA members, Crystal Falls has a small ownership interest in the American 
Transmission Company (ATC); and 
 
WHEREAS, this group investment in ATC pays quarterly interest payments that directly improve the general 
funds of the City of Crystal Falls; and 
 
WHEREAS, UPPPA officers have offered the City the opportunity to take part in this capital call, a memo from 
Noreen Collins of the UPPPA is attached as Exhibit A; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City’s payment for this capital call is $4,464.05 and is due on October 24, 2016. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 
 

1. The City Council approves the participation in ATC’s fourth quarter Capital Call.  
2. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this resolution, rescinded. 

 
Ayes: 
 
Nays: 
 
Absent: 
 
Abstain: 
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
Dated: October 10, 2016,     _______________________________ 
        Tara Peltoma, City Clerk/ Treasurer 





CITY OF CRYSTAL FALLS     September 12, 2016 

 
A meeting of the Council for the City of Crystal Falls was held in 

the Council Chambers of the City Hall on Monday, September 12, 

2016 at 5:30 P.M. Central Time.  

Roll Call: Mayor Sommers, Councilors Sherby, Schiavo, McCarthy and 

Hagglund.  

Absent: None 

Also Present: City Manager Reagan, City Clerk/Treasurer Peltoma 

and City Attorney Lawrence. 

Mayor Sommers led the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Public Comment: David Lehto spoke to the Council regarding the 

cost of putting a new sewer line in at his house on Forest Ave at 

his own expense.  He feels the City should pay for the hook up 

from the main to his house.  The City ordinance states that it is 

the home owner’s responsibility.  

City Manager, Patrick Reagan presented his manager’s report. 

Presentations:  Tammy Freeman, representing WPPI discussed a 

potential electric rate adjustment study. 

Councilor Hagglund supported by Councilor Schiavo moved to 

approved Resolution 16-22: Approval to Submit Payment to Northeast 

Asphalt, Inc. for Paving Work. 

Ayes:  Mayor Sommers, Councilors Sherby, Schiavo, McCarthy, and 

Hagglund. 

Nays:  None Absent: None 

Motion carried. 

Councilor Hagglund supported by Councilor Schiavo moved to approve 

Resolution 16-23: Approval to Amend the City of Crystal Falls 

Purchasing and Fiscal Procedure Policy. 

Ayes:  Mayor Sommers, Councilors Sherby, Schiavo, McCarthy, and 

Hagglund. 

Nays:  None Absent: None 

Motion carried. 

Councilor Hagglund supported by Councilor McCarthy moved to 

approve Resolution 16-24:  Approval to Support the Iron County 

Economic Chamber Alliance, at $3 per capita, for 2017. 

Ayes:  Mayor Sommers, Councilors Sherby, Schiavo, McCarthy, and 

Hagglund. 

Nays:  None Absent: None 



CITY OF CRYSTAL FALLS     September 12, 2016 

 
Motion carried. 

Councilor Hagglund supported by Councilor Schiavo moved to approve 

Resolution 16-25:  Approval to Authorize the City Manager to Amend 

the City Budget to Meet End-of-Year Expenditures. 

Ayes:  Mayor Sommers, Councilors Sherby, Schiavo, McCarthy, and 

Hagglund. 

Nays:  None Absent: None 

Motion carried. 

Councilor Hagglund supported by Councilor Schiavo moved to approve 

Resolution 16-26:  Approval of an Inter-local Agreement with the 

Iron County Road Commission. 

Ayes:  Mayor Sommers, Councilors Sherby, Schiavo, McCarthy, and 

Hagglund. 

Nays:  None Absent: None 

Motion carried. 

 

Councilor McCarthy seconded by Councilor Schiavo moved that the 

items on the Consent Agenda be approved as noted below: 

1. The following reports for the month of August 2016: 

A. Budget Public Hearing from August 8, 2016 

B. Regular meeting minutes from August 8, 2016. 

C. Police report, as submitted by Police Chief Tim 

Bean, indicating 122 complaints, of which 7 were 

closed by arrest, 0 parking tickets, and logging 

of 1,139 miles on patrol duty. 

D. Public Works Department activity report as 

submitted by Foreman Kelly Stankewicz. 

E. Electric Department activity report as submitted 

by Chief Electrician David Graff. 

F. Treasurer’s Revenue Report as submitted by 

Clerk/Treasurer Tara Peltoma. 

2. Payrolls and disbursements in the amount of $595,829.42 

be approved, and instruct the City Clerk to draw checks 

on the City Treasury in payment of same. 

Ayes:  Mayor Sommers, Councilors Sherby, Schiavo, McCarthy, and 

Hagglund   

Nays:  None  Absent:  None   

          Motion carried. 

Councilor Sherby supported by Councilor Schiavo moved to adjourn 

this meeting at 6:40 p.m. 

 



CITY OF CRYSTAL FALLS     September 12, 2016 

 
PRESIDING OFFICER_________________________ 

  

    PRESIDING CLERK ___________________________ 


















































































































